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One Teacher’s Journey: 
Standards Based 
Grading
Dawn Posekany
Solon High School
dposekany@solon.k12.ia.us
Outline
*My experience
*Solon’s guidelines
*Biology example
*Reassessment
*Resources
*Time for discussion/questions
What do you 
believe grades 
should 
represent? 
My Timeline
*Book Study with other Solon teachers in 
Spring of 2010
*Implemented in Microbiology elective Spring 
of 2010
*Moved all classes to SBG in Fall of 2010
Solon’s Fundamentals
1. Entries in the grade book that count towards the final grade will be limited to course or 
grade level standards.
2. Extra credit will not be given at any time.
3. Students will be allowed multiple opportunities to demonstrate their understanding of 
classroom standards in various ways. Retakes and revisions will be allowed.
4. Teachers will determine grade book entries by considering multiple points of data 
emphasizing the most recent data and provide evidence to support their determination.
5. Students will be provided multiple opportunities to practice standards independently 
through homework or other class work. Practice assignments and activities will be 
consistent with classroom standards for the purpose of providing feedback. Practice 
assignments, including homework, will not be included as part of the final grade.
** Exceptions will be made for midterm and/or final summative assessments. These assessments, limited to no more than 
one per nine-week period may be reported as a whole in the grade book.
Solon  SBG Standard Scale
Let’s Try This...
Gradebook
One Student
Gradebook
Biology
*Required for graduation (10th grade)
FINAL GRADE CALCULATION
90% learning targets
10% final exam
Assessment Outline
*Formative assessment/pre-test
*Informal observations during instruction
*Practice, homework etc. during instruction
*Formal quick check 
*Target test (GRADED)
*Reassessment (NEW GRADE)
Reassessment
Reassessment
*Communicate clearly & 
often (never stop)
*Have a solid “insurance 
policy”
*Builds relationships
Big Shifts
Support for SBG:
*Clear communication of content & skills to 
be learned
*Metacognitive goals
*Failure, progress & improvement
Book Resources
Books:
■ Brookhart, S. M. (2008). How to Give Effective Feedback to Your Students. Alexandria, VA: ASCD.
■ Earl, L. M. (2003). Assessment as Learning: Using Classroom Assessment to Maximize Student Learning. Thousand 
Oaks, CA: Corwin Press.
■ Fisher, D., & Frey, N. (2007). Checking for Understanding: Formative Assessment Techniques for your Classroom.
Alexandria, VA: ASCD.
■ Guskey, T.R. (2015). On Your Mark: Challenging the Conventions of Grading and Reporting. Bloomington, IN: Solution 
Tree.
■ Guskey, T. R., & Bailey, J. M. (2010). Developing Standards-Based Report Cards. Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin Press.
■ Guskey, T. R., & Bailey, J. M. (2001). Developing Grading and Reporting Systems for Student Learning. Thousand Oaks, 
CA: Corwin Press.
■ Guskey, T. R., & Jung, L.A. (2013). Answers to Essential Questions About Standards, Assessments, Grading, & 
Reporting. Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin Press.
■ Jung, L. & Guskey, T.R. (2012) Grading Exceptional and Struggling Learners, Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin Press.
■ Marzano, R. J. (2006). Classroom Assessment & Grading that Work. Alexandria, VA: ASCD.
■ Marzano, R. J. (2010) Formative Assessment & Standards-Based Grading. Bloomington, IN: Solution Tree.
■ Marzano, R. J. (2000) Transforming Classroom Grading, Alexandra, VA: ASCD.
■ O'Connor, K. (2009). How to Grade for Learning, K-12 (3rd ed.). Thousand Oaks: Corwin Press.
■ Reeves, D. (2010). Elements of Grading: A Guide to Effective Practice, Bloomington, IN: Solution Tree.
■ Wormeli, R. (2006). Fair Isn't Always Equal. Portland: Stenhouse.
Resources
*Reach out to other teachers
*Attend conferences
NGSS Assessment Shifts 
*Assessment is layered - can’t change it all at 
once.
*Try to move from 1-D assessment to 2-D 
assessment.
*Maintain using a variety of assessments.
*How do reassessments?
What do you 
believe grades 
should 
represent?
Thank you!
Dawn Posekany
Solon High School
dposekany@solon.k12.ia.us
@dmpeachy
